
Cluster Meeting #1 
ATP Chairs joined District ATP 
leaders on October 15th for the 
first Cluster meeting of the year 
at Pasco High’s library! Guest 
speakers were in attendance to 
share ideas and resources.  
I nd i v i du a l s  rep re se nt in g 
different groups within Pasco 
School District spoke about the 
PEAK! Partner program, the 
Resources for ATP list, and the 
Migrant and Bilingual Parent 
Advisory Committee (PAC). A 
representative from WSU’s 
GEAR UP program and  Senior 
Project secretary from Chiawana 
High School spoke about the 
‘Remind Me’ text messaging 
system the school has  
implemented.  
District ATP Leaders shared 
important information to 
consider throughout the year, as 
well as informed attendees 
about upcoming events and 
discussed concepts for school, 
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McGee Elementary kicked off the week before Halloween 
by having their students decorate pumpkins based on their 
favorite literature figure or a character from their favorite 
book. The decorated pumpkins were proudly displayed and 
lined the tops of the book shelves in the library. Each pump-
kin was decorated in their own unique fashion, everything 
from having the pumpkins painted with the students original 
artwork or by decorating the pumpkin to represent their fa-
vorite character. Favorite characters varied from the cat 
from Dr. Seuss’ ‘Cat in the Hat’  to little yellow minions from 
‘Despicable Me’. 

McGee Elementary concluded the fun filled week of pumpkins with their ‘Trunk or Treat’ 
event. Over 300 people came out for this family friendly event, where students dressed up 
in their Halloween costumes and trunk or treated for candy. Families enjoyed listening to 
scary music that was provided by the Boys & Girls Club and McGee’s PEAK! Partners 
graciously donated candy. Everyone who attended the evening of fun filled evening had a 
wonderful time! 

Try This Out 

Tips for Success: 
 

Building Excellence 
 
 
 

 

 

“Leaders do not command 
excellence, they build 
excellence. Excellence is 
“being all you can be” 
within the bounds of doing 
what is right for your 
organization. Excellence 
starts with leaders of good 
and strong character who 
engage in the entire 
process of leadership. 
And the first process is 
being a person of 
honorable character.” 

-Warren Bennis, Ph.D.  
On Becoming a Leader 

 As ATP leaders, our focus 
is engaging school and 
family practices that will 
help build excellence in 
our schools and promote 
student success in school.  

Services, and three school 
administrative representatives 
recently traveled to Baltimore, 
MD for the annual NNPS Fall 
L ea d e rs h ip  D e ve l o p men t 
Conference.  
Attendees had the opportunity to 
discuss ideas and practices with 
other participants during break-
out sessions and training 
activities. NNPS hosted a poster 
r e c e p t i o n  w h e r e  2 0 1 3 
Partnership Award winners could 
present their practice to other 
attendees. Pasco School District 
won a District Partnership Award 
for the practice, “Bridging the 
Gap: ATP & PAC” and presented 
this practice to other partnership 
members. 

f a m i l y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
involvement.  There were also 
break-away activities that took 
place throughout the training. 
During the “Voices from the 
F i e l d ”  s e c t i o n  o f  t he 
presentation, representatives 
from Pasco schools spoke 
about successful practices that 
they have or are implementing. 
They also shared ways to ‘think 
outside the box’ when involving  
PEAK! Partners, motivating 
your team, and engaging 
meeting attendees. 
NNPS Fall Conference 
District ATP Leaders, Special 
Programs Coordinator, Director 
of Special Programs, Assistant 
Superintendent of Instructional 

Spotlight On: McGee’s Pumpkins on Parade 

Connection 

Attendees work on a group activity 

NNPS poster reception 

Decorated pumpkins on display 
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Resource Corner: A 2013 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice— 
“Stepping Up Leadership Academy”  
Eloy Elementary School District #11 

Important Dates: 

 
-Snuggle Up & Read 

November 22nd 

Captain Gray ELC 

9:40-10:55 a.m. 

 

-Math Harvest Night 

December 10th 

Robinson Elementary 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

-Reading & Math Night 

December 12th 

Stevens Middle School 

6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

-Holiday Instrumental 

Concert 

December 17th 

Pasco High 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

-Family Bingo Math Night 

December 17th 

Frost Elementary 

6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Esmeralda Magana-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 
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Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 
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This section of the 2013-2014 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS 
Promising Partnership Practices (PPP) from other districts within the network.  
Ideas may be modified and easily adapted to enhance any school’s school, 
family and community partnership program.  It is our hope not only to highlight 
this year’s published schools, but to encourage others to try out new ideas. 
We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   

 
Eloy Elementary thought of an idea to build capacity within their schools in the area 
of leadership by targeting potential student leaders in organizing an event that includ-
ed students, parents, staff, and community. This event had different break out ses-
sions to target parents and students with the Superintendent talking about self-
confidence, a keynote speaker about the college bound student, and a community 
leader regarding college and beyond. As a wrap up session, a panel of students who 
were graduating and college bound spoke about how to prepare future youth. The 
goal was to encourage students to dream big, to plan for their college and career, to 
know the importance of balancing academics, exercise, nutrition, mental health, posi-
tive self talk/affirmations and to have fun. 

 
For more information and details about this original activity please 

visit the NNPS website at:  
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/PPP/2013/pdf/99.pdf  

 

To see all other published collections please visit: 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm 

“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.  For questions or  

concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

Quote of the Month:  

“Leadership is the capacity to translate  

 vision into reality.” 

                      —Warren Bennis 
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